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Using the Scientific Method with Salt and Pepper
When we use the scientific method we are trying to find the answer to a question by running an experiment. To find the answer, we must first make a hypothesis, be able to identify the variables and the constants, plan a procedure, and analyze our results.
Our Question: 

If Salt and Pepper are placed in a box with shelter/food, then who will get to the shelter/food faster? 
Hypothesis: (Select who you think will be faster, use If…then…)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Remember: The dependent variable is what we measure.


          The independent variable is what we change.


          The constant stays the same.

          The control has no variable
What is the constant? ________________________________________________________________

What is the control?

________________________________________________________________
What is the independent variable? ________________________________________________________________

What is the dependent variable? ________________________________________________________________

Materials:

• Box


• 2 mice

• Timer

• Shelter/Food
Procedure:

( Place a box on the table. Put an X on each end of the box.

( Put some food on one X; put a single mouse on the other X.

( Using a timer, time how long it takes for the mouse to get to the food.

( Repeat the experiment again; this time we’ll use the second mouse. 

Data:

	
	Salt
	Pepper

	Trial 1 (in seconds)
	
	

	Trial 2 (in seconds)
	
	

	Trial 3 (in seconds)
	
	

	Trial 4 (in seconds)
	
	

	Trial 5 (in seconds)
	
	

	Average
	
	


Which mouse got to the food faster? _____________________________
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Results:

Was your hypothesis correct? Yes or No.__________________________

What other variables could we test in this experiment?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
